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with ants?
Problems 
Manage seasonal ants like a pro. 

(no anteater required)

tolerate ants outside 
when you can. Ants serve 

an important function in soil 

aeration and garden cleanup.

ants in pet dishes? 
Partially fill a wide, shallow 

container with soapy water and 

place pet bowls in the water. The 

soapy moat breaks water surface 

tension and will drown ants.

need expert help? 
Visit ourwaterourworld.org for 

more information on managing 

ants, factsheets on other common 

pest problems, and links to more 

resources. Use the free Ask-the-

Expert service to speak with a 

professional for specific advice. 

Want to just hire a service? Visit 

ecowisecertified.org for a pest 

control provider who understands 

how to safely stop reoccurring 

pest problems.

www.cleanbay.org    650.329.2122

don’t use ant sprays. 
Sprays expose your family and 

pets to pesticides. They address 

less than 1% of the actual ant 

infestation (most of the colony is 

underground), and sprays are 

the top source of creek pesticide 

pollution in the Bay Area.

reMove what they’re 
after. Clean up ants, food 

and spills with soapy water to 

remove their scent trail.

caulk holes and 
cracks. Apply diatomaceous 

earth (DE) in wall openings or 

cracks before sealing. This is the 

most effective measure for ant 

proofing your home.

if you can’t block or 
find an entry point, 
place an ant bait station on the 

trail the ants have been following. 

Resist killing the ants as they are 

carrying the bait back to their 

nest. Remove the bait station 

when ants have disappeared 

so you don’t attract more 

ants into your house. 


